
BRANCH: FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 
CHIEF DIRECTORATE: MARINE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

MEETING: RECREATIONAL FISHING FORUM 
 

DATE: 19 February 2014.   VENUE:  Fishery Compliance Offices, Port Elizabeth.   TIME: 11h10 –14h15  
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

ITEM DECISION & ACTION RESP. TARGET 
 DATE 

1. OPENING / WELCOMING 
 

The Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. He asked all to 
introduce themselves and fill in the attendance register. He then explained that recreational fishing 
is a cross-cutting matter hence different fishery managers are part of the meeting to respond to 
recreational issues affecting their fishing sectors.   

  

2. ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES 

 
PRESENT 

Johannes De Goede (JDG), George Nair (GN), Aidan Wood (AW), John Pledger (JP), Warren Potts 
(WP), Gletwyn Rubidge (GB), Chad Alcock (CA), Clint Lentz (CL), Sean Bekker (SB), Nomtandazo 
Hoza (NH), Delricia Agustus (DA), Bongani Jack (BJ), Saasa Pheeha (SP), Qayiso Mketsu (QM)  
and Tandiwe Siyema (TS). 

See the attached attendance register with a detailed list of participants. 
  

APOLOGIES 

Tembalethu Tanci (TT), Msimelelo Mdledle (MM), Daniel Van Zyl (DVZ), Robert  Tar (RT), Malcom 
Grant (MG), Craig Smith (CS), Pheobius Mullins (PM), Garry Thompson (GT), Hymie Steyn (HS), 
Craig Hagan (CH), Sean Amor (SA), John Rance (JR) and Cary Steele – Boe (CSB). 
 

CHAIRPERSON  

Saasa Pheeha, Director: Offshore and High Seas Fisheries Management. 
 

RAPPORTEUR  

Tandiwe Siyema, Assistant Director: Demersal Fisheries Management.  
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3. FINALISATION OF AGENDA The proposed agenda was finalised and adopted with the following amendments: 
 

 Feedback from research” was proposed as the standing item. 
 Items 6.1 to 6.7 were removed as the member who raised them was absent from the 

meeting and none of the attendees had an idea as to the background of these items. 
 The following items were added as 6.1 and 6.2 respectively: 

o Bag limits 
o Current status of linefish species and studies 

 
A copy of the adopted agenda is attached hereto. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

4. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS 
MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 09 October 2013 were adopted with  the following amendments: 
 

 Font style and size to be standardised. 
 Under 5.5, “printing for boats” was replaced by “printing of booklets that contain permits” 

and the last sentence was deleted. 
 

The chair advised that an amended copy of the minutes should be pdf’d and circulated to all, with a 
footer indicating that the minutes were adopted at this meeting. 
 
A copy of the adopted minutes is attached hereto.   

 
 
 
 
 

Tandiwe 

 
 
 
 
 

After the 
meeting 

 

5. MATTERS ARISING 

5.1 TERMS OF REFERENCE OF 
THE FORUM 

 

 The chair gave a background on the proposal of an independent chair raised by the industry. 
 The proposed document was compiled by GT and circulated to all and it stressed 

independence, accountability and transparency as the reason for putting the proposal forward.  
 The proposal was deliberated upon and the following arguments were put on the table: 

o The chair indicated that when the forum was established it had a certain purpose 
and the members decided to elect DAFF chairperson to achieve that purpose. 

o He also added that the forum was constituted by the Chief Director: MRM to advise 
him on recreational matters. The chair then indicated that the forum should perhaps 
look at electing an independent secretariat. 

o It was also raised that having a new chairperson will not change anything, what 
needs to change is the person who makes decisions.  

o The chair explained that the person who makes decisions (Chief Director: MRM) is 
advised by this forum. 

o An issue of DAFF representation at the meeting was also raised and the chair re-
iterated that recreational fishing is cross-cutting hence different managers from 
different units are participating in the meeting so as to respond to recreational 
fishing issues affecting their units. 

o It was later highlighted that the whole issue boils down to roles and responsibilities. 
o WP indicated the following : 

 One of the major problems is that the people that the forum allocated activities 
to are absent from the meeting. He advised the Department to perhaps look at 
funding those people next time to attend these meetings.  
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 As per the document the role of the proposed chairperson is to give advice to 
the Chief Director. 

  The chairperson is not important but the person who makes decisions is 
important. 

 The Chair summed the discussion as follows: 
o The proposal is fully supported by the Department, however, this is not the correct 

forum to raise such proposals. 
o Perhaps the forum needs a nominee who could be part of the right forum which can 

deliberate the matter directly with the minister at a high level and continue engaging 
with the Chief Director on operational issues. 

o The industry should provide a nominee for the Minister’s forum. 
o The rarportteur should send the proposal to the forum. 

 The chair advised the forum not to only raise issues when engaging with the Minister but to also 
make suggestions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Industry 
Tandiwe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before the 
next 
meeting 

5.2 RED STEENBRAS- AND 
BREEDE RIVER KOB - 
MORATORIUM 

 Qayiso gave a feedback which was provided by Tembaletu Tanci as follows: 

o Moratorium on both catches of red steenbras and breederiver night ban were 
published.  

o The publications became standing regulations. 
o Objection for the total ban on red steenbras catches has been received from the 

BDSAA through a Pretoria high court.   
o This is a court matter, therefore, further details cannot be discussed. 
o Information requests from some stakeholders regarding supporting information that 

led to the decision for a night ban are also being received. 

  

5.3 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
SMALL SCALE FISHERIES 
POLICY(UPDATE) 

    The chair stated that the Department had been busy with fishing rights allocation process, 
however, that has now been concluded. Other people think it was successful, others think it was 
a disaster and others have no opinion at all. 

    The above project was happening together with implementation of Small-Scale Fisheries Policy 
and MLRA review projects. 

    MLRA amendments were taken to the Portfolio Committee and were treated as section 76 which 
meant they had to be presented to NCOP.  

    The Department did present the amendments to NCOP and thereafter to all the provinces and    
had to go back to provinces for public consultation. 

   The amendments were supported by all the provinces.  
    NCOP was going to discuss the mandate yesterday and the Bill will be gazetted into law after it   

  has been signed and thereafter the Minister should be able to allocate small-scale fishing rights. 
    However, prior to that, the following will be done: 

o Identification of fishing communities,  
o Identification of  fishers within the fishing communities and 
o Identification of areas reserves for small-scale fishing. 

   The meeting requested the chair to explain the meaning of small-scale fishing areas and he   
 indicated that the main reason to reserve fishing areas for small-scale is to separate small-scale  
 fishing activities from commercial fishing activities. BJ added that the definition is technically in   
 terms of TACs, these fishers co-exist as their fishing areas for fishing sectors overlap.  
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5.4 IMPLEMENTATION OF A 
SMART CARD SYSTEM FOR 
PERMITTING OF 
RECREATIONAL ANGLERS 

 
 
 
 

 The chair reported that the smart card system project runs in parallel with the contract between 
the Department and the Post Office for issuing recreational permits. 

 He also said that this is a long-term project, there is still a great deal of work to be done if the 
project gets approved.  

 As part of renewing the contract the Post Office has proposed an introduction and 
implementation of the smart card system.  

 The contract between the Department and the Post Office has expired and is currently renewed 
on a monthly basis. SP to check the progress with the legal team interacting with the Post Office. 

 It was enquired if the Department does pay for the Post Office services and the chair explained 
that they get commission from the sale of permits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saasa 
Pheeha 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ASAP 

5.5 REGULATION OF CHARTER 
BOAT SECTOR INCLUDING 
THE ACCESS TO ANGLING 
PERMITS 

                          

 The chair reported the following: 
o The lists were finalised. 
o The books have been printed out, there are 50 permits per book in triplicate, one copy 

for the Department, the other one for the operator and the third one is for the post office.  
o The books will be sent out to the identified charter operators for trial angling once the 

Department has finalised finance matters.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                 

5.6. PRESENTATION –  SOCIO 
ECONOMIC SURVEY TO 
QUANTIFY THE ECONOMIC 
VALUE OF RECREATIONAL 
ELASMOBRANCH ANGLING 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 TZ did forward the presentation together with updates on the survey. TT briefly  
took the meeting through the updates and highlighted the following:   

o The survey of recreational shark angling in South Africa was designed and its  
distribution was pending information that TZ requested from the Department. 

 The meeting resolved that this item would be removed from the Agenda and be put it back when 
TZ has updates to present about the survey. TS to convey the decision to TZ after the meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Tandiwe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ASAP 

5.7  INDUSTRY’S PARTICIPATION 
IN LINEFISH SCIENTIFIC 
AND MANAGEMENT 
WORKING  
GROUPS 

 It was indicated that GT did approach the chairmen of both working groups and is awaiting a 
response from them. QM presented TT’s response on the matter as follows: 

 
o Management working groups are focused meetings and meant to deal with management 

issues for relevant sectors. 
o For linefish the meetings deal with permitting, licensing, permit conditions, vessel changes, 

representatives, sale of fish, transport of fish and processing of fish and are purely for 
commercial activities.  

o Recreational forum is meant to cater for recreational matters. Multi-disciplinary meetings are 
called when the need arise. 

 The following proposal was subsequently  put forward: 
o Perhaps the forum should consider having one person from the working group 

sitting in this forum and one person from this forum sitting in that forum. 
o The chair explained that some of the members here (DAFF to be precise) do sit in 

those working groups and the chair of linefish management working group is an 
alternate chair for this forum. 

o It was requested that the minutes of the linefish working group be sent to the 
members of this forum. 

o The meeting resolved that the chair of the linefish management working group 
would going foward circulate a copy of their adopted minutes and the agenda of 

  



Draft Minutes of the Recreational Fishing Forum Meeting-19 February 2014 
Page 5 of 5 

 

their meetings to the members of this forum. 
o However, it was indicated that once minutes are adopted they become a public 

document and get filled at the library, therefore, the members of this forum could 
also obtain copies of the adopted minutes from the library. 

5.8  UPDATE ON WEST COAST 
ROCK LOBSTER ZONE 7 

 A letter documenting all the insights of the forum on the matter was put together and forwarded 
to the delegated authority. The chair to follow up with the delegated authority. 

 QM indicated that a request was made by the Industry to have the study forwarded to them, 
however, the study did not cover the entire WCRL sector. 

 He also indicated that he was made aware that a study to look at the entire sector would be 
conducted at a later stage. 

 As to the area 7, QM reported that the research unit is dealing with the matter and the 
recreational sector is not excluded from the closure. 

 
Saasa 
Pheeha 

 
ASAP 

5.9 RECREATIONAL FISHING IN 
STRUISBAAI BEACH 

 The issue that was raised here was that the recreational fishers were kept off Struisbaai beach 
due to birds, however, other fishers had an access to the beach. 

 The other issue was driving at the beach. 
 The contact details for relevant compliance officers were provided and the affected individuals 

were supposed to contact those officers and take the matter up with them. 
 However, the concerned individuals were absent from the meeting. 
 It was subsequently resolved that this item would be taken out of the agenda.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. OTHER MATTERS 

6.1 BAG LIMITS 

 

 It was enquired if the bag limits are going to be changed or reduced as there was a rumour 
going around recreational fishers that the bag limits will be reduced to 2 fish per person. 

 None of DAFF officials knew about the rumours and there had not been any formal discussion 
about bag limits that the members of the forum knew of. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

6.2  CURRENT STATUS OF 
LINEFISH SPECIES AND 
STUDIES 

 

 WP reported the following: 

o A document on the updated status of all linefish species has just been published 
and will be made available to all.  

o Stock assessments are conducted on Western Cape linefish species. 
o There is nothing that has been done for the rest of the country, and this needs to be 

addressed, perhaps at the linefish scientific working group meeting. 
 

 It was enquired that what happens to the money collected from permits and the chair 
responded as follows: 

o The money goes to marine living resources fund and gets split among the fishing 
sectors. 

There was also a concern as to how much of that money goes to the linefish fishing sector and it 
was advised that perhaps the concerned individuals should look at the financial statement of MLRF. 

  

7. CLOSURE  The meeting was adjourned at 14h15 and the next meetings will be held as follows: 
o 18 June 2014 in Durban 
o 08 October 2014 in Cape Town 

 GN to forward the contact details for the venue for the next meeting in Durban to the rapoteur.  

 
 
 

GN 

 
Before 
next 
meeting 

 


