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CHIEF DIRECTORATE: MARINE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
MEETING: RECREATIONAL FISHING FORUM
DATE: 18 June 2014. VENUE: Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife Offices, Durban. TIME: 11h11-13h20

DRAFT MINUTES

ITEM DECISION & ACTION RESP. | TARGET
DATE
1. OPENING / The Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance. He asked all to
WELCOMING introduce themselves and thereafter highlighted the following as new leadership changes that

occurred within the Department since the previous meeting.

= The new Minister: Mr Senzeni Zokwana

= The Deputy Minister: General Bheki Cele

= The new DDG: Fisheries Management, Mr KCM Mannya

= The new Director: Small-Scale Fisheries Management, Mr Craig Smith

He asked all to fill in the attendance register and explained that recreational fishing is a cross-cutting
matter hence different managers partake in these meeting to respond to issues affecting their
sectors.

2. ATTENDANCE & PRESENT

APOLOGIES Mandisile Mgoqi (MM), Tembaletu Tanci (TT), Qayiso Mketsu (QM), Puka Zako (PZ), George Nair
(GN), Lungile Nodwala (LN), Londiwe Mbuyisa (LM), Mark Beyl (MB), John Rance (JR), lain Ewang
(IE), Benedict Nene (BN), Bruce Mann (BM), Craig Smith (CS), Abongile

Nggongwa (AN), Odwa Dubula (OD) and Tandiwe Siyema (TS).

A copy of the attendance registers with a detailed list of participants is attached.

APOLOGIES:

Adopted Minutes of the Recreational Fishing Forum Meeting held on 18 June 2014




Saasa Pheeha (SP), John Pledger (JP), Garry Thompson (GT), Johan De Goede (JDG), Lee Wiid
(LW), Tamzyn Zweig (TZ), Robert Tarr (RT) and Sean Bekker (SB).

CHAIRPERSON

Mandisile Mgogqi, Director: Offshore and High Seas Fisheries Management (Acting).

RAPPORTEUR

Tandiwe Siyema, Assistant Director: Demersal Fisheries Management.

3. AGENDA The proposed agenda was finalised and adopted with the following amendments:

» |tem 5.1 was changed from “Terms of Reference” to “Chairman of the Forum”.
» |tem 5.2 was deleted from the agenda.

» Linefish management was removed from item 5.6.

» The following items were added under item 6.

6.1 Dusky Kob and Leervis Management
6.2 Green Job Fish Ban
6.3 Implementation of MPAs and Consultation

A copy of the adopted agenda is attached hereto.

4. PREVIOUS The minutes of the meeting held on 19 February 2014 were adopted with the following
MINUTES amendments:

= The last sentences on items 5.5 and 5.8 were amended.

The chair advised that an amended copy of the minutes should be pdf'd and circulated to all,
with a footer indicating that the minutes were adopted at this meeting.

A copy of the adopted minutes is attached hereto.

5. MATTERS ARISING

5.1 CHAIRMANSHIP = The Chair explained that the mandate of the forum was clarified in the previous meeting, the
OF THE FORUM Chairman of this forum should be from the Department.

= TT advised that perhaps this should be referred to the next meeting as Industry representatives
who raised the matter were absent from the meeting.

= TT added that the view of the Department was that the Department shall remain chairing this
meeting, the forum that was proposed in the last meeting is a different forum and cannot take
decisions for this forum.

= The Industry reported that they have already interacted with the forum recommended in the
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previous meeting, however, the discussions were not concluded and they supported that this
item be kept in the agenda and be discussed further in the next meeting.

5.2IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE SMALL
SCALE FISHERIES
POLICY(UPDATE)

= CS reported that:

o The Department has advised that small-scale fishing rights would be allocated by Dec 2013
but when this did not materialise it was communicated that they would be allocated at the
end of June 2014 but this had not materialised either due to unforeseen delays.

o The Department realized that the allocation would not be possible this financial year,
however, a new roll-out plan has been submitted to DAFF principals and will be presented
to the Executive Committee of the Department by the DDG in the following week.

o The plan entailed implementation of the Small-Scale Fisheries Policy and as part of the roll-
out plan, the Department is proposing to allocate small-scale fishing rights in the following
financial year.

o Subsequent to approval, the Department would embark on disseminating the roll-out plan
to all stakeholders once approved.

o Small-scale fishing rights would only be allocated after the implementation plan has been
approved and interim Relief would continue pending the allocation of small-scale fishing
rights.

o The MLRA Bill was gazetted on the 19" of May 2014 and MLRA Regulations would also be
reviewed.

= After some deliberations a resolution that this forum would be invited to meetings deliberating on
basket of species and demarcation of small-scale areas was taken.

Craig

Next
Small-
Scale
Policy
meeting

5.3 IMPLEMENTATION
OF A SMART
CARD SYSTEM
FOR PERMITTING
OF
RECREATIONAL
ANGLERS

= TS reported that:
o A draft contract between the Department and the Post Office has been finalised and was
awaiting a signature of the delegated authority from both parties.
o The draft was valid for three (3) years.
» The Chair re-iterated that the contract was not finalised as yet and that the validity period was still
a proposal, awaiting approval of the delegated authority.
» BM requested a feedback on this project and TT explained that implementation of the smart-card
system and the next agenda item were linked to aforementioned draft contract as permit sales
can only be undertaken subsequent to approval of the contract.

5.4 REGULATION OF
CHARTER BOAT
SECTOR
INCLUDING THE

»= GN reported that this item dealt with the following items:
o The contract between the Department and the Post Office,
o Amendments to MLRA to cater for the charter boat sector, and
o The financial procedures that the Chair had to follow up on regarding sale of permits.
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ACCESS TO
ANGLING
PERMITS

GN highlighted that anything done regarding this item has got the bearing on the contract being
approved.

TT highlighted that the contract appointed the Post Office as the sole supplier of the permits,
hence, the smart-card system and charter boat sector could not do any permit sales until the
contract is reviewed.

BM emphasised that charter boat sector needed to be recognised and included in the MLRA.
GN raised issues they were experiencing regarding sale of permits on weekends and public
holidays and put forward a proposal to address the matter.

RF and the Chair supported the proposal, however, the Chair indicated that a legal framework
on addressing the issue should be looked for.

After deliberating on the matter, the meeting resolved that this item would be discussed at the
next meeting.

5.5 INDUSTRY’S TT reported that he has struggled to get hold of Research staff and get them to provide Next
PARTICIPATION feedback on this item and he highlighted that there was no representation of this forum in the Scientific
IN LINEFISH Linefish Scientific Working Group meetings. Working
SCIENTIFIC BM, who is a member of the Linefish Scientific Working Group, advised that he could raise the | Bruce Group
WORKING GROUP proposal in the next Scientific Working Group meetings.
5.6 UPDATE ON QM reported that:
WEST COAST o He was advised by SP that due to changes in the leadership that the Chair referred to
ROCK LOBSTER earlier in the meeting, some of the important matters including the letter that was sent by
ZONE 7 the Industry could not be attended to and hence requested that the Industry re-submit the
letter reffred to on the minutes of the previous meeting.
None of the attendees had an idea about the contents of the letter and it was presumed that the
letter could have been submitted by the Cape Town recreational fishers. Chair Before
It was resolved that the Chair would liaise with the Industry and get a copy of the letter. the next
QM also presented results of a WCRL fishing survey that was undertaken from 15 January to 06 meeting
March 2014 and highlighted that the results indicated no improvement on WCRL catches.
5.7 FEEDBACK FROM This is a standing item. Before
RESEARCH It was resolved that the Chair would liaise with Research staff and get them to attend these | Chair the next
meetings going forward. meeting

6. OTHER MATTERS

6.1 DUSKY
KOB/LEERVIS
MANAGEMENT

= BM informed the meeting that:

o Dusky Kob stock was in a poor shape, spawning aggregations were targeted at night in
KZN and that there was a need to regulate this activity.

o Kob regulations were implemented in April 2005, however, there has been no subsequent
improvement observed in the status of Dusky Kob.
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The meeting proposed a night fishing ban and/or a closed season.
TT reported that a night ban has already been introduced in Breede River for Dusky Kob and if it
has to be done for other areas consultation would have to be done.

The Chair advised TT to raise the matter with the Linefish Scientific Working Group. Temba ASAP
BM also raised the issue of anglers targeting spawning aggregations of Garrick/Leervis in KZN
during winter and spring seasons.
The stock status of Leervis has declined considerably and greater protection of spawning
aggregations is required.
BM offered to raise the management of both Dusky Kob and Leervis at the next Linefish Scientific | Bruce ASAP
working Group meeting
6.2 GREEN JOB It was reported that there had been a fishing ban placed on Green Job Fish within the
FISH BAN iISimangaliso Wetland Park with no prior consultation of the recreational fishing sector.
After a lengthy discussion, it was resolved that the matter would be taken up with Smangaliso | SAUF ASAP
Wetland Park and MB advised that SADSAA would look for legal opinion on the matter. SADSAA
6.3.IMPLEMENTATIO IE requested an update on the implementation of MPAs and BM said that:
N OF MPAS AND o There was a plan in place to expand some MPAs and to identify more MPAs to ensure
CONSULTATION adequate protection of marine biodiversity. Much planning has been done but the real
challenge is implementation.
o The Minister of DEA has granted permission to KZN Wildlife to run a public participation
process for the proposed expansion and re-zonation of the Aliwal Shoal MPA.
GN said that there was a lot of mis-communication going around about MPAs and requested BM
to engage with the spearfishing sector to improve their understanding and awareness. Bruce ASAP
7. CLOSURE The meeting was adjourned at 13h20 and the next meetings will be held as follows:

o 08 October 2014 in Cape Town.
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