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1. OPENING / WELCOMING

The Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed all. He then took the meeting through
the key activities that materialised within the Branch since the previous meeting, as follows:

FISHING RIGHTS ALLOCATION PROCESS

e The Department had concluded the policies and initiated the application process.

o Distribution of application closed on 06 September 2013 and the receipting process
closed on 04 October 2013.

e Evaluation of applications will commence immediately, however, he was not certain
as to when the evaluation would be finalised.

SMALL SCALE

e The Department consulted all the communities around the South African Coastline
on the draft implementation plan.

e Implementation would commence immediately and the Department was deliberating
with Treasury with regards to funds for implementation.

e The Department will also allocate Small-scale fishing rights and the process should
be finalised by the end of June 2014.

MLRA REVIEW
e The amendments proposed regarding Small Scale Fisheries had been incorporated
into the MLRA.
e The rest of the proposed amendments would be considered next year.

The chairperson then informed the meeting that the above developments were being tabled




at the portfolio committee.

He then mentioned that the Department had appointed a new Director General, Professor
Edith Vries, who commenced duty on 13 August 2013.

2. ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES

PRESENT

Olga Steele-Boe (OSB), John Pledger (JP), Hymie Steyn (HS), Johan Malherbe (JM), Gary
Thompson (GT), Eleanor Yeld Hutchings (EYH), George Nair (GN), Msimelelo Mdledle
(MM), Tamzyn Zweig (TZ), Judian Bruk (JB), Pheobius Mullins (PM), Johan de Goede
(JDG), Craig Hagan (CH), Cary Steele Boe (CSB), Tandiwe Siyema (TS), Craig Smith (CS)
and Saasa Pheeha (SP).

See the attached attendance register with detailed list of participants.

APOLOGIES
Tembalethu Tanci (TT), Cobus de Swardt (CDS), Monty Guest (MG), Lee Wiid (LW) and
Mark Beyl (MB).

MM mentioned that the Chief Directorate: Fisheries Research and Development had
requested to be invited to the meeting going forward.

CHAIRPERSON

Saasa Pheeha, Director: Offshore and High Seas Fisheries Management

RAPPORTEUR

Tandiwe Siyema, Assistant Director: Demersal Fisheries Management. The chairperson
mentioned that Ms Siyema would be a new rapporteur as Mr Cobus de Swardt had been
transferred to another Chief Directorate.

3. FINALISATION OF AGENDA

The proposed agenda was finalised and adopted with the following amendments:

7.1. Industry’s participation in linefish scientific and management working groups
7.2. Update on West Coast Rock Lobster Zone 7
7.3. Recreational fishing in Struisbaai

7.4. WWF’s interest in recreational fishing sector

4. ADOPTION OF PREVIOUS
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 05 June 2013 were adopted with minor amendments.

5. MATTERS ARISING

5.1 TERMS OF REFERENCE OF
THE FORUM

e CDS did circulate a copy of the terms of reference (ToR) and the document was
discussed during the meeting.
e It was raised that clause 4.3 was never tabled during the last meeting hence it was never
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approved by the forum. However, it was later clarified that clause 4.3 dealt with activities,
not members covered by the forum, hence, it was not necessary to have it approved by
the forum.
It transpired that the text “money collected from recreational permits should be used for
recreational research” was omitted from the document.
The meeting proposed that bullet point number 1, which reads “recreational aspects of a
particular activity.....” be reviewed.
The meeting was not sure as to how clause 4.3 (i) came into existence and it was
highlighted that that the format of the document had been changed. SP explained that
that clause 4.3 (i) and the format of the document might have been copied from the ToRs
of other management working groups and a resolution to suspend clause 4.3 (i)
temporarily was taken.
It was resolved that “west coast” be replaced by “east coast” in clause 4.3 (j)
It was also resolved that clause 9.3 would be amended.
The participants proposed that an independent chairman be appointed for the forum. The
reasons were as follows:

o Itis neither fair nor reasonable to have a DAFF chairman as they will drive

the agenda and that there was no accountability.

The meeting supported the above proposal and it was recommended that a straw dog | Garry Before
document deliberating on the proposal be compiled by GT and circulated for discussion | Thompson next .
during the next meeting. meeting
5.2 RED STEENBRAS- AND A resolution to discuss this item at the next meeting was taken. TT would prepare a | Tembaletu | Before
BREEDE RIVER KOB - report which would be discussed during the next meeting. The report should update the Tanci next
MORATORIUM forum on the matter. meeting
5.3 FEEDBACK ON The Industry indicated that they have not seen the implementation plan for small-scale.
DEVELOPMENTS RE THE SP explained that the implementation plan was a public document. Consultation on the
SMALL SCALE FISHERIES plan was conducted and submission of comments closed at the end of August.
POLICY(UPDATE) The meeting resolved that a copy of the implementation plan would be circulated
together with presentation done during consultation. Saasa
Pheeha ASAP

5.4 IMPLEMENTATION OF A
SMART CARD SYSTEM FOR
PERMITTING OF
RECREATIONAL ANGLERS

The chair reported that a possible system to be implemented was looked at and the post
office presentation was still pending.

It was indicated that there might be duplication as Department of Home Affairs was in the
process of introducing smart cards to replace identity books.

5.5 REGULATION OF CHARTER
BOAT SECTOR INCLUDING
THE ACCESS TO ANGLING
PERMITS

SP reported that:

o The 3 proposed permits had been re-designed and reduced to 2 pages,
however, the rock lobster one was still 3 pages. The last page of each permit
had a table that should be completed by an agent.

o Quotations for printing of booklets that contain permits had been sourced.

They need to work on getting the proposed list of operators to trial on.

o JP to provide a list for Kwa-Zulu Natal and GT to get the right contact person
for Eastern Cape.

o Permit conditions needed to be developed before implementation, which
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should take place in the next month or so.
o Saasa to be contacted for charter operators

6. PRESENTATION - SOCIO
ECONOMIC SURVEY TO
QUANTIFY THE ECONOMIC
VALUE OF RECREATIONAL
ELASMOBRANCH ANGLING
IN SOUTH AFRICA

TZ gave a presentation on socio economic survey to quantify the economic value of
recreational elasmobranch angling in South Africa and emphasized the following:
o Background of the project
o What the project was looking at
o Appealed if they could be provided with contact details for people who would
like to partake on the surveys.
The meeting requested that she circulates the document after the meeting.

7. OTHER

7.1 INDUSTRY’S PARTICIPATION
IN LINEFISH SCIENTIFIC
AND MANAGEMENT
WORKING
GROUPS

The Industry requested to be part of the scientific and management working groups for
line fish.

SP advised that those interested should liaise with the chairperson of the scientific
working group, Sven Kerwath/Robert Tarr and the chairperson of the linefish
management group, Tembaletu Tanci.

7.2 UPDATE ON WEST COAST
ROCK LOBSTER ZONE 7

MM reported the following:
o The Department had suspended all the commercial fishing activities in area
7, recreational fishing was still allowed.
o The delegated authority was still considering 2013/2014 recommendations
on TAC.
It was explained that the area was mainly closed because of overfishing and that there
were still good catches of lobster in the area.
The meeting resolved that the forum document all their insights on the matter and

forward the document to the delegated authority. Forum
7.3 RECREATIONAL FISHING IN A concern was raised that recreational fishers were kept off Struisbaai beach due to
STRUISBAAI BEACH birds, however, other fishers had an access.
JDG suggested that local compliance officers be informed of the concern Johe:jn de
Goede

JDG would circulate contact details of the relevant compliance officers after the meeting.

7.4 WWF’S INTEREST IN
RECREATIONAL FISHING
SECTOR

EYH reported the following:

o WWF was at the beginning of its involvement on recreational fishing project.

o The project came through SANBI.

o The aim was to engage recreational anglers, draw existing initiatives
together and create a network of anglers.

o WWF was currently identifying gaps from scientists etc and

o The next step would be to engage recreational fishers through the currently
existing angling network.

8. CLOSURE

The meeting was adjourned at 13h13 and the next meetings were scheduled as follows:
o 19 February 2014 in Port Elizabeth
o 18 June 2014 in Durban
o 08 October 2014 in Cape Town

Adopted minutes of the Recreational Fishing Forum Meeting held 09 October 2013 and adopted on 19 February 2014

Page 4 of 4




